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Foreword 


Prof. M. L. Hansen in his “The Problem of the Third Generation 
Immigrant,” a previous Augustana Historical Society publication, 
comments that “the Mississippi Valley was for fifty years the fron- 
tier of Europe as well as of the eastern states and that it reacted 
upon England, Germany and Scandinavia with a force comparable 
to that which it exerted upon Atlantic America.” Dr. Evald Law- 
son, in this study, describes another link in this connection between 
the “old” and the “new” as he tells the story of Jonas Swensson, 
Swedish pastor, whose work in both Pennsylvania and Illinois was 
of great importance in the development of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church and Swedish culture in America. 

There is something of value, of course, in books of interpretation 
and sweeping generalization, but history becomes alive in an espe- 
cially vivid way when it is described by the pens of those who make 
it day by day. The reader of this volume will find, among other 
interesting things, an immigrant’s reflections upon America, an in- 
sight into the pietist emphasis upon “feeling” religion, and an 
account of a congregational business meeting nine hours in length. 
Those who have developed an appreciation of the founding fathers 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church will find here frank, per- 
sonal evaluations of the “patriarchs.” Noteworthy from a purely 
religious point of view are the numerous beautifully written prayers 
and a moving personal testimony to the working of divine provi- 
dence. These selections and others from Swensson’s diaries reveal 
the sensitive judgment of one who is both a trained historian and 
theologian. The Augustana Historical Society is grateful to Dr. 
Evald B. Lawson for presenting this study as a Society publication 
and is pleased to add this volume to its growing list of historical 
works. 


Louis T. ALMEN 
President 
Augustana Historical Society 


I. 
INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


Rev. Jonas Swensson, one of the founding fathers of the Augus- 
tana Lutheran Church, arrived in America in July, 1856. Three 
other clergymen from the Church of Sweden had preceded him: 
Lars Paul Esbjorn, in 1849; Tufve Nilsson Hasselquist, in 1852; and 
Erland Carlsson, in 1853. 

Swensson had been called to serve the congregation in Sugar 
Grove, Warren County, Pennsylvania. He remained there from 
July, 1856 to September, 1858, accepting a call at that time to the 
church in Andover, Illinois, which had been founded by Esbjorn. 
In 1870 he was elected president of the Augustana Lutheran Church 
and served in that office until his death December 20, 1873. Swens- 
son was outstanding as a preacher and pastor. He also influenced 
the liturgical life of the church, and played an important part in 
developing its materials for catechetical instruction. 

Jonas Swensson was born in Snollsbo, the parish of Vathult, 
Sweden, August 16, 1828. He began his studies in 1846, and fol- 
lowing theological studies at the University of Uppsala, 1850-1851, 
he was ordained into the holy ministry in the cathedral city of 
Vixjo, October 8, 1851. He served as assistant pastor in Unnaryd 
during the years 1851-1856. His thoughts were first directed to 
America when in the May 12, 1855 issue of Vaktaren he read an 
article in which mention was made that a congregation in America 
was calling him to be its pastor. The official call, dated April 17, 
1855, was signed by Esbjérn, Hasselquist, and Carlsson. Appoint- 
ments for several others are included in the same document, and it 
was evidently sent to Dr. Peter Fjellstedt, who was authorized to 
serve as the intermediary in extending the calls to the individual 
pastors. 

In his monumental work on the early history of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church Norelius devotes considerable space to the life 
and work of this pioneer pastor.” Briefer essays on Swensson were 
also written by Evald and Forsander.* 


‘A copy of this document, in Swensson’s own handwriting, is inserted in the 
notebook dealt with in this article. 

*Norelius, De Svenska Luterska Férsamlingarnas och Svenskarnes Historia i 
Amerika, I., p. 186 ff. 

® Evald’s essay on Jonas Swensson is printed in the volume published in 1907 
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of First Lutheran Church, Jamestown, 
New York. The essay by Forsander, published in volume II of his Livsbilder, 
is brief, and is mainly a digest of materials found in the Norelius work. 
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Norelius and Evald both refer to a daybook which had been 
kept by Swensson for a considerable part of his life; it was their 
main source and, from it they made very copious quotations. The 
late Rev. Dr. Julius Lincoln advised me many years ago that the 
daybook appears to have been lost sometime after 1907, the time 
when Evald used it. 


In November, 1940, I received from Dr. Ernst W. Olson, then 
office secretary of the Augustana Book Concern, a notebook con- 
taining his own transcript of a copy of part of Swensson’s day- 
book which had been made by the late Rev. Dr. C. M. Esbjorn. 
It. contained quotations for the years 1856 through 1860. Esbjorn, 
as does Norelius, states that the original daybook ends with the 
year 1860. Esbjérn quotes the title of the original daybook as Dag- 
bok tillhérig Jonas Swensson, and a note is added to the effect that 
the original is in the possession of C. A. Swensson, in Lindsborg, 
Kansas. 


In July, 1940, I had the pleasure of visiting with the late Mrs. 
Eben Carlsson, of McPherson, Kansas, a daughter of Jonas Swens- 
son. During the course of the conversation she showed me a note- 
book kept by her father during the years 1846-1851. Later she 
very kindly sent me this volume, together with some other Jonas 
Swensson materials, to be kept at Upsala College. Even a brief 
glance at this notebook—remembering the extensive quotations 
made by Norelius and Evald—raised certain questions in my mind. 
What is the relationship between the 1846-1851 notebook and the 
daybook which has been lost? Might there be other notebooks, or 
diaries, of the same type as the one kept during the period 1846- 
1851? Was the daybook actually written serially, or was it com- 
posed some time after the happenings described, as a kind of auto- 
biography in diary form? 


A study of the materials has brought me to these conclusions: 
1) that there are several notebooks, or diaries, kept by Swensson; 
2) that the daybook is based on the notebooks he kept during his 
years in Sweden and on whatever diaries he may have kept during 
his earliest years in this country. 


The earliest Swensson notebook, to my knowledge, is the one of 
1846-1851, dealt with in this article. This notebook contains not 
only a section for the diary proper, but also a larger, section given 
over to very detailed accounts of Swensson’s personal finances. At 
the close of the section listing his personal debts there is the fol- 
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lowing notation: “All the foregoing debts are recorded in a new 
book dating from October 8, 1851, and accordingly these accounts 
are now obsolete.” The statement is dated Vaxjd, October 9, 1851, 
and has Swensson’s signature. It would be reasonable to suppose 
that in the “new book’ referred to, which evidently began where 
the earlier one left off, Swensson followed the same pattern as in 
the 1846-1851 volume. The whereabouts of this volume is evidently 
not known. 


In the archives of Augustana College there is a small volume in 
the Jonas Swensson materials comprised of diaries kept by Swens- 
son during the years 1869, 1872, and 1873. This is an interfolioed 
affair, made by Swensson himself. There is a page for each month 
of the year, taken from Der Lutherische Kalendar, with a blank 
page opposite, on which the notations are made. These notations 
are brief, and are made intermittently. The general pattern for 
the notations is exactly the same as in the diary section of the 1846- 
1851 notebook. 


The quotations by Norelius and Evald from the original daybook 
have a tone which would indicate that the daybook was not writ- 
ten in a current, serial manner, but at a later date, some time re- 
moved from the actual happenings described. In many places there 
is a strongly reflective spirit to the writing, and the notations lack 
the brevity and spontaneity characteristic of a diary and common 
to the notations in Swensson’s later diaries referred to above. The 
daybook quotations give basic historical facts, but also much in 
addition. 


There is the possibility that the notebook which Swensson started 
in 1851, as a continuation of the earlier one, may still be located. 
There is also the possibility that additional single diaries of the 
type of 1869, 1872, and 1873 may be found. We can hope that even 
the original daybook, last heard of in 1907, may some day be 
brought to light. 


Since the 1846-1851 notebook, and the daybook quotations 
made by Norelius, Evald, and Esbjérn, constitute the most depend- 
able sources of material for the story of the years of Swensson’s 
life which they cover, I propose: 1) to translate (abbreviating 
slightly) the materials of biographical interest given in the note- 
book; and 2) to translate, and to collate in chronological order, the 
quotations from the original daybook made by Norelius, Evald, and 
Esbjérn. It is safe to assume, I believe, that the original daybook 
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begins with the year 1846, since the earliest quotations made by 
both Norelius and Evald are from that year. 


The notebook of 1846-1851 is in four sections: the diary, accounts 
of income, accounts of expenditures, and a statement concerning 
indebtedness. The diary covers nineteen pages, beginning with the 
time Swensson left his home in Vathult to begin his studies, and 
closing with the notation concerning his ordination in Vaxjo6 and 
the beginning of his service in the holy ministry in Unnaryd. 


It is interesting to compare the notations in the diary with the 
material from the daybook covering the same period. The daybook 
is considerably more extensive. 


Building a library, during his days as a student, was apparently 
a matter of some concern for Swensson. Gifts of books from friends 
appear to have been rather frequent. Also, the statement of ex- 
penditures reveals that, he made a fair number of book purchases 
during the period of study at the university. 


Friends and acquaintances appear to have been generous to him 
during his student years, a considerable number of personal mone- 
tary gifts being recorded (these have been omitted below). Tutor- 
ing during the vacation periods furnished a source of income. Also, 
invitations to preach were received from a number of churches, 
and Swensson received the offerings lifted at those services. 


Whenever examinations were held he records in the notebook 
a complete list of his grades, also mentioning prizes and awards 
received. 


The notebook gives us the picture of a youth who had a clear 
understanding of his. goal in life, who was exceedingly systematic, 
and who worked very intensively. It was the intensive work of 
his student years, according to Evald, which undermined his health 
for the rest of his life. The daybook notations make plain that the 
pioneer pastor never enjoyed robust health. 


After one year of theological studies at the university, he was 
ordained into the holy ministry, at the age of twenty-three. 


il. 
THE NOTEBOOK OF 1846-1851 


1846 


I attended Vaxjo Seminary during the spring semester. Return- 
ing home I gave serious thought and consideration to studying for 
the holy ministry. The decision was reached June 7. Magister J. 
Bexell showed himself willing to give me instruction. [From a friend 
he borrowed one work of Cicero, and received another as a gift.] 

July 8. On July 8, 1846 I began studying Latin grammar for Mag- 
ister Bexell. [Received gifts of books from J. Bexell and D. Bexell.] 


1847 


January 19. I journeyed to Hafrida to continue my studies with 
[Rev.] A. Nilsson. Here I enjoyed the hospitality of a number of 
friends. 

April 24. Left Hafrida and returned home. [Received a Hebrew 
grammar from Rev. Nilsson. ] 

July 5. Attended a Mission Prayer in Herrestad. An address was 
given by J. Bexell. 

July 20. Received a letter from Sven Falk, who has secured a 
room for me in Jénképing. [Gifts of books from J. Bexell.] 

July 25. Was in Vilstad to get my church letter from Dr. Nordin, 
and a letter to Rector Filén. [Gift of Virgil’s works. ] 

July 26. Was in Smorhult to take farewell, and to receive a church 
letter from Magister J. B. Bexell, and a letter to Rector Filén and 
Linnell, his colleague. 

July 27. Left home, and arrived in Jonképing on the 28th. 

September 1. At 8 am. I met Rector S. J. Filén and left my let- 
ters with him. Was advised to be present at 8 a.m. on the 2nd, 
for examination. 

September 2. I appeared before Rector S. J. Filén to be examined 
in Greek and Latin. I was enrolled in the Rector’s class, and of the 
six who took the examinations I ranked second. 

September 21. Rector Filén visited me. He told me if I ever 
needed anything, or if I should get sick, I should let him know, 
and he would help me. 

December 10. Had examinations. Was promoted to the upper 
ring, ranking sixth. 

December 11. Journeyed home. 
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1848 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, who during the past year has shown 
me such abundant grace. 

January 1. Even on the first day of the year the Lord showed 
me special grace in that He led me to meet several Christians, and 
to have joint prayer with them, and to be edified through the Word 
of God. 

February 4. Returned to Jonko6ping. 

February 17. Arranged to serve as a tutor for two boys. 

April 28. Had a visit from my sister Josefa. 

May 3. Arranged to serve as tutor for Dr. Nordstedt’s two sons 
during the middle term. The following day I received a letter from 
Bexell, from whom I had sought advice in this. His advice was in 
accordance with my own judgment in the matter. 

May 29. Had examinations together with the other students at 
J6nk6éping School. 

May 31. Graduation. [Grades listed.] 

June 2, Moved to Dr. Nordstedt’s to serve as tutor for his sons 
during the summer. 

August 14. Journeyed from Jénk6ping to Snollsbo. 

August 23. Enjoyed the hospitality of several friends in the Vil- 
stad parish. 

August 24. Visited Dr. Nordin in Vilstad. 

August 28. Left Snollsbo and arrived at Vaxjo the following day. 
On the way I visited D. Bexell, who was staying with his brother 
in Rydaholm. 

September 2-4. Took the examination together with twenty others. 
All were admitted. I ranked eleventh. 

December 12. Journeyed from Vaxjé to Tingsas, where I was to 
serve as tutor during the winter. 


1849 

January 12. Made arrangements to serve as tutor during the com- 
ing term for a boy by the name of Uddenberg, and I asked for 
room and board in return. 

January 16. Received letter from Mother. She has sent me two 
towels and Johan Arndt’s Sanna Christendom. 

February 4. I was in Urshult Church and heard P. Nyman preach 
a trial sermon. [Gives the outline of the sermon.] 

February 22. Position with the Uddenberg family was cancelled. 

February 24. Journeyed from Tingsas to VAxjo. 
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February 26. Received a gift of a vest from Josefa, two shirts 
from Bexell, four collars from Martha. 

March 24. Gift of Mose och Lambsens Wisor, from P. Sandén. 

April 7. Agreed to take a position as tutor for Baron Fagerskold 
in Dannas during the middle term. 

April 24. Received the treatise on Justification, by Fresenius, 
from Kjerstin in Vesterlycka. 

May 24. Position at Dannas cancelled. From the 13th to the 29th 
I was sick in bed. 

June 10. Six candidates for the ministry ordained. 

June 11-12. Annual examinations. 

June 15. Promotion and graduation. In the promotion from the 
lower to the middle ring I ranked eighth. [Prizes listed.] 

June 16. Arranged to serve as tutor for Councilman Vahlquist’s 
son during next school year. 

June 18. Moved to Councilman Vahlquist’s home. 

July 29. I preached for the first time. It took place in Hemmesjo, 
and everything went very well. 

August 19. Preached in Hemmesjo. 

December 12. End of term. 

December 14. Journeyed from Vaxjé to Vilstad; the following 
day I went home. 

December 25. Preached at matins in Vathult. 


1850 


January 1. Preached at matins in Bararyd. 

January 5. Returned to Vaxjo. 

January 18. Arrangements made concerning my position as tutor. 
Although my pupil is to leave January 21 I am nevertheless to have 
dinners at Vahlquist’s during the next term. Preached in Hemmesjo. 

February 7. Arranged to take care of P. Nyman’s boy, and he 
promised to pay for my room for the term. 

February 9. Journeyed to Provost P. Nyman in Stenbrohult. He 
had sent a carriage to meet me in the city. 

February 25. Journeyed from Stenbrohult to Vaxjo. Was treated 
very kindly and hospitably in Stenbrohult. 

March 21. Arranged to serve as tutor for Baron Rappe’s boys 
during the middle term. 

May 9. Preached in Hemmesjo. 

June 14, Graduation. 
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June 17. Journeyed to Varnamo, and the following day arrived 


home. 

June 24. Preached in Bararyd and Vathult and asked for an of- 
fering. 

June 30. Preached in Bararyd and Vathult and received an of- 
fering. 


July 7. Preached in Vilstad. 

July 14. Preached in Vilstad and received an offering. 

July 21. Preached in Kulltorp and received an offering. 

July 28. Preached in Gnosjé and received an offering. 

August 11. Preached in Kéllero and received an offering. 

August 18. Preached in Anderstorp and received an offering. 

August 25. Preached in Reftele and received an offering. 

August 26. Journeyed to Vaxjo and arrived there the 27th. 

September 3. Final examinations at Vaxjo. [Grades listed.] 

September 4. Journeyed from Vaxjo to Slathult where I enjoyed 
much hospitality. 

September 5. Journeyed to Jonkoéping. 

September 6. Journeyed to Skarstad and stayed there over night. 

September 8. Boarded the steamer for Stockholm and arrived 
there the 10th. The following day I went from there to Uppsala 
by the steamer Carl von Linné. 

September 17. Examination in Swedish. 

September 18. Examination in Latin. 

September 24. I took the student examination. [Grades listed.] 
Of the seven Smolandi [members of the Smaland Nation, at the 
university] all passed with the exception of Vetterling. [Names of 
“examinatores” listed. ] 

October 30. I was matriculated in the Theological Faculty. Dur- 
ing the term I am to study with Hultman, four hours a week, in 
Church History and Theological Encyclopedia, for which I am pay- 
ing 20 Rd. 


1851 


January 29. Applied to take graduation examinations. Had taken 
preliminary examinations. 

February 10,13, 16,17. [Lists examinations taken on these dates. ] 

February 27. Together with five others from Smaland (seventeen 
from other “nations”) I took the final examinations. [Grades listed.] 

March 5. I applied to take the practical training. 

March 29. Received word of the death on the 23rd of Commin- 
ister D. Bexell. 
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June 3. Received a stipendium Kohreanum. 

June 16. Attended the graduation exercises for the Masters held 
in Uppsala Cathedral. There were ninety-three in the group, and 
one Jubilee Master. 

June 17. Had a written test before the Theological Faculty. 

June 18. Received my testimonium academicum with Laudatur in 
deportment and effort. 

June 19. Traveled from Uppsala to Stockholm. 

June 21. [Lists grades received in the examination in practical 
theology. | 

June 21. Left Stockholm, and on the 23rd I journeyed from Jén- 
k6ping to Snollsbo. 

[There follows at this point a recapitulation concerning expenses. 
The year at Uppsala had cost him 544.26 Rd. The costs from the 
time he began studying to the time he returned home from Uppsala, 
June 23, 1851, totaled 1673.20 Rd.] 

June 29. Preached in Bararyd and Vathult. 

July 20. Preached in Vathult. 

August 31. Preached in Burseryd and Sandvik. 

September 1. It was decided that I should move to Kyrkoherde 
Sellman in Burseryd and receive an annual salary of 100 Rd. [The 
plans were apparently changed, as is clear from the notation below. ] 

September 3. Journeyed from Snollsbo to Varnamo, and the fol- 
lowing day to Vaxjo. 

September 10. Made application to the Cathedral Chapter in Vax- 
jO to take the pastor’s examination and to be ordained. 

September 21. Preached at evensong in Vaxjé Cathedral. 

October 7, 8. Together with O. H. Rogberg, S. O. Aspelin, J. G. 
Engstrand and J. M. Tellander took the pastor’s examination in 
Vaxjo. [Grades listed. ] 

October 8. Together with the four other candidates I was ordained 
into the holy ministry. This took place in the session room of the 
Vaxjo Cathedral Chapter, with Bishop G. Heurlin presiding. 

October 9. I was sent to Provost Andrén in Unnaryd. 

October 10. Left Vaixjo and arrived the following day in Unnaryd 
to begin my work in the holy ministry. 


iit. 
THE DAYBOOK 


1846 


| Norelius states that Swensson even when a young boy experi- 
enced a desire to study for the ministry. However, when Jonas 
was only nine years old his father passed away, leaving the mother 
to care for seven children. Following confirmation he worked for a 
period as a blacksmith. In the fall of 1845 he seemed to lose in- 
terest in this work, and reached a decision to prepare himself to 
become a school teacher. As related in the notebook, Swensson 
attended Vaxjo Seminary during the 1846 spring semester, and it 
appears that while there the desire to become a pastor was re- 
awakened in him. Returning home, he consulted his pastor, Rev. 
Josef Bexell, in the matter, but was discouraged in his thought 
and plans. | 


For this I have been and will always remain grateful to the Lord 
and also to Bexell, whom the Lord used as a means; for no matter 
how difficult this period of testing was for me, I would not have 
been without it for all the world, since it was of immeasurable value 
to me for the future. If I had received immediate encouragement 
then I would have rushed into it without knowing that I was sent. 
However, during this period I gave deep thought to the whole mat- 
ter and came to the assurance that the Lord had called me to be 
a pastor. This certainty, to be sure, came only with the progress 
of time, the only way possible, in fact, since my eyes were still 
closed to the guidance of the Lord. This assurance now came to 
rest on such a secure foundation that in days to come—even in the 
periods of most bitter anguish—I never once doubted that I was 
called to the office of the holy ministry. Words cannot describe 
how much this certainty meant to me during the period of my 
studies, with the many attendant difficulties, as well as in my min- 
istry. 

Six weeks passed during which I experienced the most intense 
inner strife, and I could not accomplish anything, for everything 
that I attempted, while endeavoring to give up the thought of the 
holy ministry, proved most disagreeable to me. Bexell’s counsel to 
pray to the Lord was heeded as best I could while in this condi- 
tion. Several times during the day I went out, fell upon my knees, 
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and prayed to the Lord for guidance in the matter, but most of all 
that I might be delivered from this inner urge. Like a real Jonah 
I strove against the call, for I felt that I would rather be relieved 
of going forth to preach, realizing full well that the judgment was 
most severe on a pastor who did not properly carry out the duties 
of his office. This caused me to fear, and I knew that he who 
rightly cared for his office would also have a cross, which I did 
not want to take upon me. When I thus sought to escape from the 
Lord’s calling He plunged me into such a depth of anguish that I 
had no peace, day or night. The inner desire to become a pastor 
became more and more compelling, so that finally it seemed that 
the decision to go forth and preach faced me as a definite condition 
for coming out of the raging waves of anxiety to firm ground. 
*k *% *k 

My spiritual condition was still unchanged. In outer ways my 
life manifested itself more and more as being Christian; but I knew 
that all was not well spiritually, and that an inner change must 
take place if I was to be saved. Many times I experienced a de- 
sire that all might be different; but since the conscience had not 
been rightly tested, one day followed the next and everything re- 
mained the same. 

[During the latter part of 1846 Swensson studied privately with 
Rev. Bexell.] 

1847 

[At the beginning of the year 1847 Swensson took leave of Rev. 
Bexell and began to study with the assistant pastor in Bredaryd. 
Hafrida—as mentioned in the notebook—and Bredaryd are evi- 
dently one and the same. At the time of farewell Bexell said to 
Swensson: “Pray for me.”’] 

These words pierced my heart like an arrow and gave me no 
peace; for, I thought, if I deceive him and he believes that I am a 
Christian and know how to pray, then for such hypocrisy I must 
bear a severe judgment. 

[The weeks spent in Bredaryd were not rewarding as far as 
studies were concerned. However, that Swensson passed through a 
deep spiritual experience during his stay there is apparent from 
the daybook entry. | 

O what a wonderful love, which so patiently seeks the lost sheep! 
Here my conscience was to be awakened; here, without any exhor- 
tations from others, I was to know and experience my state of dis- 
stress, which I had sensed only in' my reason but not in my heart. 
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Here I was to feel the power of the unrest of my conscience and 
find the true peace, which I previously knew that I lacked, but 
which I did not seek. In a word, here a new life was to begin for 
me. The dart, which reached my conscience when I parted from 
Bexell, now became imbedded. More and more I beheld my sinful 
condition, and the anguish of my conscience often reached great 
depths, and I had no peace, either day or night. Often when I cried 
to the Lord tears streamed from my eyes and fell to the floor. If, 
at times, I was given a calming relief, it soon disappeared again, 
and the anguish was renewed each day. The many times I had 
turned unheeding to the offers of grace, the many warnings I had 
scorned, and my own hypocrisy, especially in recent times, all these 
burned me deeply and seemed almost insurmountable hindrances 
to my being received in grace, so that many times I despaired of 
my own deliverance. Besides, I felt the power of sin over me; I 
determined a thousand times to forsake sin, but each time I came 
to realize my own carnal nature, that I was in bondage to sin; for 
although openly sinful deeds were overcome, yet sin itself ruled as 
a grim tyrant in my poor heart. Here I experienced the truth of 
Nohrborg’s words, that even if one possessed much knowledge be- 
fore, as I really did, yet one is in darkness when the conscience 
awakens; then it becomes a personal matter, and one needs guid- 
ance. For it was impossible for me then to appropriate to myself 
the knowledge that Jesus saves sinners. My turmoil continued, ac- 
cordingly—although many times during that period I came nearer 
to the Father—until the close of March. My preceptor and his whole 
family were inimical to a living Christian faith, which caused me 
further concern and perplexity, especially since in the beginning I 
had no light to walk wisely. On the other hand I enjoyed much 
encouragement (and even material help) from many Christian 
friends in the neighborhood. 


[After a period of about three months the youth found peace 
with God.]- 


O how great the riches of God’s grace. That which I have al- 
ways lacked has now been given me. O, that I may never lose it. 

[Swensson left Bredaryd late in April, returning home.] 

What was to take place there was now a thing of the past. As 
far as my studies were concerned I did not feel that I needed to 
remain there any longer. For that reason I decided to continue 
my studies in my own way at home. 

[The summer of 1847 was spent at his parental home, and the 
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weeks there evidently furnished him a peaceful respite from the 
stormy months which he had but recently experienced. ] 

This summer I can truthfully call the happiest I have ever known. 
I enjoyed comfortable surroundings, and I received many encour- 
agements through daily associations with Bexell and many other 
friends whom I met. Inwardly I knew peace and joy. These were 
days of bliss; many times I marveled that they lasted so long—but 
other days were to come. 

[In the fall of 1847 Swensson enrolled in the Jénképing School. 
Rector Filén appears to have taken a kindly interest in him, judg- 
ing from the daybook notation.] 

“If you should ever need anything, or if you should ever be- 
come sick, or have any other concern, then let me know and I will 
help you.” 


1848 

[Swensson remained at Jonképing until August 14, 1848. Nore- 
lius makes no quotation for the year 1848, but one lengthy quo- 
tation—the first one which appears actually to be dated—is made 
by Evald.] 

May 31. During this time I experienced difficult inner strife which 
nearly led me away from the true path. I came to Jonk6éping with- 
out knowing about any particular conflicts. There the Hedbergian 
movement was in evidence in the group of seekers. It placed such 
an emphasis on the principle of Christ for us, and on the mercy of 
God, that Christ in us, and the holiness of God, were forgotten; 
thus it was more or less sharply antinomian. This tendency as- 
serted itself in different ways among different people; in this group 
some true Christians were certainly found although the majority, 
at least in that section, were such as trusted in Jesus though with 
unchanged hearts in dead faith, The movement was furthered 
through the publication of Pietisten, which was then its chief organ. 
I, too, read this periodical, without being aware of how onesided it 
was. Soon, however, it became distasteful to me, but since all who 
were seekers of the Lord valued it so highly, I also continued to 
use it, and found soon that it was not in agreement with the devo- 
tional books which I had previously used, Nohrborg, Arndt, and 
others. Now I did not know what I should believe. I prayed to the 
Lord for light, but my darkness and perplexity became even greater. 
There was no one ! could consult in the matter, for all embraced 
the new views. This continued for several weeks and I was almost 
ready to believe that Pietisten was right. On the morning of March 
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25 I prayed several times to the Lord that He might deliver me 
out of my difficulty, but the darkness remained unchanged and I 
was almost ready to forsake Nohrborg and ally myself with the 
Hedbergian movement. However, through the grace and pure mercy 
of God a change came. Just as powerfully as if some one had said 
to me, “Read Nohrborg once again before you act,” the urge was 
felt that I should read Nohrborg’s writings and compare them with 
the Holy Scriptures. This I did, and a clear light went up for me, 
in which I discerned the falsity and error of the new tendency. 


[In the fall of 1848 Swensson enrolled in the Vaxjo Gymnasium. ] 


1849 
[While a student in Vaxjo6 Swensson preached his first sermon. 
This took place July 29 in the church in Hemmesjo. ] 
July 29. I was overcome by fear, so I could not give much thought 
to the purpose of the sermon. 


1850 
[Swensson graduated from the Vaxjo Gymnasium June 14, 1850. 
As will be seen from the notebook he spent the summer in his 
home territory, preaching in a number of churches. In September 
he journeyed to Uppsala, and on October 30 he matriculated there 
as a student of theology. There are no quotations for the year 
1850. ] 


1851 

[In June of 1851 Swensson took his examinations at Uppsala, 
and then spent a couple of days in Stockholm. He left Stockholm 
on June 21, and arrived home in Snollsbo on June 23, his years of 
formal study at an end.] 

June 21-23. Today I left Stockholm to journey home to Snollsbo, 
happy to know that my schooldays were now over. They had meant 
many difficulties, material and spiritual. However, the Lord cared 
for me in, material ways, so that I never suffered real need, even 
though I had no funds of my own when I went away to school. 
My resources were, to be sure, often spent, but the Lord always 
sent help either through loans or through the assistance of Chris- 
tian friends. The grace of the Lord has been even greater to me 
in spiritual things, for in spite of the iniquity of my heart and my 
careless spirit, and even though I have been in the midst of many 
temptations, He has preserved the spark of life which certainly was 
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close to being extinguished. Thus I can in truth say that it is by 
the grace of God alone that I have been preserved, and with great 
wonder I look back upon this period, considering how great God’s 
love has been to me, keeping me from falling away. Many times it 
seemed that my spiritual life was utterly impoverished, and I must 
confess that I do not believe there was any real growth during 
this period, for if my spiritual life was strengthened for a while, 
then it soon weakened again. The greatest spiritual enfeeblement 
was experienced during my stay at Uppsala. The word and prayer 
were seriously neglected. The greatest temptation was to allow my 
studies to claim too much of my time. Idle diversions also stole 
in upon my spare moments. I did not give myself to watchfulness, 
my errors were many and grave, and my way to the throne of 
grace seemed so lacking in power, finally appearing even impos- 
sible. I lacked inner peace, and my conscience troubled me; I did 
not dare to seek its cleansing in the blood of Jesus, for then it was 
wounded anew. Thus spiritual laxity began to dominate me, and I 
permitted myself to do many things which were not right. I had 
no peace nor assurance; when temptations came upon me I had no 
power to resist, for my heart went further and further away from 
the Lord and became filled with slavish fear. Soon I sensed my 
predicament and danger; but it was not realized in a living way nor 
acknowledged in my inner self. To be sure, I desired that things 
might be different, but this desire seemed fruitless, and I went day 
after day without any improvement. My condition grew worse, even 
well nigh hopeless. Finally, in the spring, I realized by the grace 
of God how serious things were, and I was filled with anguish and 
fear. I felt that I had completely fallen away, and that deliverance 
was impossible. Then the Lord in His infinite mercy revealed to 
me that I should hasten to Jesus, even with all my misery. When 
I did this—although it meant a great strife—I received peace again. 
This advance, however, was not simple, for spiritual indifference 
was not easily overcome. During my stay at home during the sum- 
mer the blessed influence of many Christian friends was experi- 
enced. Even yet I must look back upon myself and my spiritual 
condition during this period with shame and sorrow, but I also 
marvel greatly to behold in this experience God’s unfathomable 
love, which in spite of my great distress kept alive the spark of 
life, and as soon as I received peace again I saw this clearly. May 
I from this ever learn humility, watchfulness, confidence, and grati- 
tude! 
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[On October 7 Swensson took the pastor’s examination in Vaxjo, 
and was ordained to the holy ministry the following day.] 

October 8. May this day never be forgotten. 

[He was sent to Unnaryd, where he was to serve as curate under 
Provost Andrén. Swensson was to remain in Unnaryd and Jallun- 
tofta from the fall of 1851 to the spring of 1856.] 

October 11. I have arrived at Unnaryd, and this is to be my first 
field of labor. Thou only, O Lord, knowest what will be accom- 
plished here for myself and for others! May everything be done 
to Thy glory and to the salvation of my soul. Grant me also some 
who allow themselves to be led to Thee. I am a complete stranger. 
The first reception here in the parsonage was very cordial. I hope 
to find some living Christians in the congregation, for God’s Word 
has been preached here in a living way. 

October 24. Today. I made my first sick visit and came to learn 
something of the grievous burdens of this office. It seemed im- 
possible to move the one ill, his faith was so dead. 


1852 
[There are no quotations for the year 1852. ] 


1853 


January 6. Today when I gave a Bible exposition I felt an un- 
usual power to preach conversion. There was real feeling in the 
group. During the final prayer there were three who attracted my 
attention, and one of them especially. I was not acquainted with 
them. However, I prayed quietly to the Lord that He would give 
them to me for His Kingdom and perform His work in them, and 
that it might not go with them as with many others, who were 
moved, but who soon fell back again. (The movement is now pro- 
gressing among many; God’s Spirit is calling powerfully, and the 
devil is fighting back.) When the meeting was over these three 
were standing together, weeping aloud. I was about to speak to 
them, but before I had the opportunity of doing so C. in S. came 
to me and asked me to speak to them, since they desired it, but 
were afraid to approach me. Immediately I spoke some words for 
their encouragement; they seemed deeply moved. 

January 22, This whole week has been filled with strife. Many 
circumstances aggravate the situation. Added to everything else is 
my own impatience; at times I have wished I were away from 
here, and I have even wished I could quit the ministry. That the 
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Lord has called me, of that I am certain; but I have had a living 
experience of Jeremiah 20. I have even wished for death. Certain 
circumstances have added to my grief. Even shortly after coming 
here I experienced sharp disappointment over the situation here 
with regard to Christian life. Of those who in N. N’s time here had 
been moved, most, including himself, have never progressed beyond 
feelings, and awakening, and have not come to a true life. But they 
consider themselves true Christians and therefore they cannot stand 
any rebuke. Especially since I have begun with Bible expositions, 
and had an opportunity of dealing more directly with those who 
are seekers, the feeling has grown that I am entirely too severe, 
both in private conversation and publicly. It has caused me much 
anguish that those who should be my friends have turned against 
me. But the Lord has in many ways forced me to this testing. The 
words of Jesus, about not giving things holy to the swine, etc., 
have often reminded me powerfully that one must be on guard lest 
one afford comfort before comfort should be given, and thus give 
rise to a false hope. It is reasoned that in so doing many souls 
might be driven away; but if the Lord has awakened a true con- 
cern then the soul will not be turned away by testing. Then the 
Lord will also speak a word of comfort. But when hypocrites are 
frightened away because of trials, then nothing is lost. I have seen 
that many times. One day I was in the depths of need myself. 
The whole day I had visits from such who seemed to need com- 
fort but who really were not ready for it. I seemed powerless to 
speak to them. But that evening a soul came to me who really 
needed comfort, and my tongue was loosed, and in spite of my 
own darkness the Lord enabled me to speak comfort to her. She | 
was uplifted in spirit, and I, too, experienced power. To add to 
my sorrows at the present time I find that S. in A., who has shown 
so much interest in Christian faith, and of whom I have hoped the 
best, now appears to be possessed of great spiritual pride. I have 
exhorted her several times, but instead of receiving the warnings 
she has grown bitter and now only seeks to battle with me. O, my 
God, what will all this lead to! 


January 30. I preached today over the words: “For me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain.” I experienced a longing for deliver- 
ance with peace and joy, so that I with my heart join in the words 
of the apostle: “I desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very 
far better.” 
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February 7. Ever since Christmas I have been afflicted with a 
serious cough, and have not seemed to get any better. The night 
before last at two o’clock I began vomiting, and I continued until 
six o’clock. I felt considerable pain in my chest, but did not give 
much thought to it. Yesterday I could not leave my bed; however, 
then I was not bothered with the cough. After I ate dinner today 
I began coughing again, but the cough seems to be changed. I am 
now sure that I have consumption, and that I am seriously ill and 
do not have long to live. Many thoughts come over me. It pains 
me to know that I have incurred debts and cannot repay them. 
When I think of my illness then I am sure that I have caused it 
myself, and thus I have guilt before God and myself. I remember 
that in the winter of 1844-1845 I foolishly ran the whole distance 
from Bararyd to Snollsbo, a half a mile in less than half an hour, 
and for a time after that I had a pain in my chest. 

February 9. The people with whom I am living realized that I 
was stricken with consumption, and gave me all possible care. To- 
day things look brighter for me. The worry I have felt about my 
debt has been lessened by reading a passage in Miiller’s Veder- 
qvickelsestunder. There it says that the Lord compensates with 
His blessing, if anyone is in debt and dies without being able to 
pay the debt. I feel that Jesus has forgiven me even if I have 
caused this illness myself, and I see the love of the Lord in this, 
that the illness did not come upon me for so long a time, for if I 
had been stricken earlier it would have hindered so much. 


March 29. Yesterday (the day after Easter) I preached for al- 
most two hours and I gave a Bible exposition in the afternoon, 
with no difficulty, and afterwards I felt better. 


May 3. Today I feel much better. I am now able to sleep and 
my appetite has returned. Great beyond words is the love of the 
Lord which I have experienced. This sickness was quite necessary 
for me. I needed to learn even more of how I must rely upon the 
love of the Lord in everything. During this sickness I have ex- 
perienced more peace than at other times, and though during the 
Easter season I was so weak that I could hardly walk yet I have 
never been wanting in strength when I was to preach. The first 
weeks I was quite certain that I would die, and in fact I longed 
for death. But suddenly it seemed that I received assurance that I 
would not die. The change was quite remarkable, and I seemed to 
have peace. I am certain that the intercessions of the faithful have 
made for this change. 


AUGUSTANA HistrorRIcAL SociETy PUBLICATIONS 23 


1854 
[There are no quotations for the year 1854.] 


1855 


O Lord God, give me Thy grace and blessing for the new year. 
Thou knowest the path before me; lead me according to Thy will, 
whether the path leads through light or darkness. Make me patient 
and humble and teach me to trust in Thy grace. Bless my minis- 
try! May some soul be won for Thy Kingdom. Preserve those who 
have been won for Thee. Lead, guide, and strengthen the souls 
which Thou hast entrusted to my care. Preserve me from the 
heart-rending sorrow of knowing that someone who has started 
well has fallen behind. Abide with us, O Lord, for evening cometh. 
Protect us and uphold us, and let the pure light of Thy Word shine 
upon us. If it be Thy will that during this year I should leave the 
scene of battle, then take me home to Thee, where there is eternal 
peace and where my soul longeth, and preserve in Thy Name the 
souls which Thou didst entrust to my care, that we may at last 
meet together with Thee, for the sake of Thy steadfast love! Amen. 

January 1. I feel that the new year will be one of great strife; 
many battles await me, I believe, and they will be serious. In the 
Bible exposition today I spoke of the strife which faces us, and I 
experienced much power. But I expect that I will have left the 
scene of battle before the end of the year. 

February 29. Now that I am able to hold a pen again I have 
much to write in praise of God. I thank the Lord that He has 
deigned to lengthen my days, and that He has strengthened me so 
that today, even though I am weak, I am able to sit up. 

Last summer I was well, and yet I often felt that my lungs were 
affected. In October my illness became more serious, although I did 
not have much suffering until shortly before Christmas. After 
Christmas the illness progressed noticeably, and all my strength 
seemed to be gone. My coughing was so severe that I thought that 
each Sunday was my last in the service. But I tried to conceal 
things as much as I could, for I wanted to continue in my minis- 
try as long as possible. On February 4 I went into the church 
with the thought that it was for the last time; however, I experi- 
enced a deep peace. First I had three burials, and I was deeply 
moved, for my own illness was much in my thoughts, and I hoped 
that soon I could enter rest and that the three shovels of earth 
would fall over my remains. While I was able to go through 
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with this service I was extremely weak at the baptism which came 
later. During the gradual hymn the weakness increased, so I was 
able to stand at the altar only with great difficulty. I thought of 
leaving the altar and having the provost continue, but I wanted 
to carry on, so as not to attract any attention. While reading the 
epistle text and the Apostles’ Creed it was difficult for me to speak, 
and I feared I would not be able to walk away from the altar. How- 
ever, this I did with great difficulty, and so as not to cause con- 
cern for the provost, who was about to ascend the pulpit, I did not 
ask anyone to go with me home, but I went alone and was able to 
get to my room where I immediately went to bed. The sickness 
and weakness increased so that soon I could not get out of bed 
without support. In the evening I had a high fever, and at this 
time the provost came in. He became deeply concerned and wanted 
to send for the doctor immediately, but I urged him to wait until 
the following day; now I thought that my final hour was come, and 
that I would not live through the night. My soul was filled with 
indescribable peace at the thought that deliverance was near. . . 
Even on the Monday I was unable to sit up by myself. The pains 
were very severe during the first days, and I had a heavy cough 
and chills. On Thursday the pains had subsided somewhat; but the 
sickness continued, and I was getting weaker. Every day I expected 
the end at hand, as did also those around me. In my soul I had 
during most of this time an indescribable peace and joy. In the 
midst of the acute suffering my spirit rejoiced in hope. But twice 
during this week I was overtaken by a great darkness, which words 
cannot describe; it was the anguish of hell, but it lasted only briefly 
each time. The one time was on Tuesday morning. While I was 
experiencing a wonderful peace there came to me with startling 
suddenness the thought: perhaps you are still outside the grace of 
God, and near to death; then all is lost eternally. Though to begin 
with I succeeded in dismissing the thought, it returned and seemed 
to overpower me. The anguish was fearful, and my whole life and 
ministry seemed condemned, and death at hand. I asked M. to 
read. St. John 6, and psalms 76 and 176 in the psalmbook. When 
the first psalm was read I felt deep comfort from the sufferings of 
Jesus in my behalf, so that when the second one was read I could 
boldly enter into its words of faith. During these dark hours I 
came to understand more clearly than ever that Jesus alone suffices 
for our righteousness, and that He is our only foundation on which 
to build. ... 
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The sickness continued the whole week, and everything seemed 
to indicate that death was near; there were even rumors to the 
effect that I had died, each time that the church bell rang during 
that week. However, on the evening of Sunday, the eighteenth, 
while I lay in such bodily weakness that those present thought I 
would die any moment, I experienced an inner feeling, and even a 
conviction, that I was to get well again. It was indeed a remark- 
able moment for my future, if everything is to be fulfilled which 
was then presaged within me. In that moment it seemed to me 
that not only would I get well but that my old lung trouble would 
vanish, and that my present illness would constitute a turning point 
in my whole life. I also saw clearly that particular battles and 
dangers awaited me, and they appeared so great that I trembled 
and was filled with fear, and from this moment my constant prayer 
was that the Lord would preserve me in all dangers, and that the 
restoring of my health would not be without fruit in my minis- 


try. ... With this change I no longer rejoiced looking forward to 
my deliverance, but rather I trembled as I contemplated the troubles 
ahead. . . . Since I started to get better things have seemed dark 


spiritually. It has caused me, and still causes me, much strife to 
be satisfied with the will of the Lord, that I should get well. To be 
sure I want to accept everything; but when one has seen the home 
so near, and almost felt that deliverance had been accomplished, 
then it is not so easy to think of the continued sojourn, and to be 
placed on the battlefield once again. But I would pray with all my 
heart that the Lord will preserve me in His grace, for I do not 
expect lesser battles, but greater, and I pray that my recovery may 
be of help to His congregation, and that I may receive blessing in 
my ministry. But with the apostle I would say: “I desire to depart 
and be with Christ; for it is very far better.” O how blessed to be 
at home with the Lord, how good to be delivered! During my ill- 
ness I felt myself at times so close to deliverance that it almost 
seemed that my sinful body was really dead. Now that my re- 
covery has begun, and again realizing the heavy burden of my inner 
sinfulness, I must often cry out: “Wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me out of the body of this death?” 


[Swensson was now improved to such an extent that he could 
for the first time since his illness preach in Jalluntofta.] 


April 1. O that the returning to my ministry may not be with- 
out fruit! My body is feeble, but the love of God is steadfast. 
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[Undated] Today the burden seems lifted; even with all my fail- 
ings I am able to approach the throne of grace, and know peace. 
_.. These days have seemed very long for me. I have experienced 
ceaseless anguish. Everything has seemed so impossible, yes, even 
lost. I know that the Lord for my own sake must lead me on the 
dark paths; but my impatience is also present, and adds to my 
need. 


[Swensson’s thoughts concerning America were first awakened on 
May 12, 1855, when in the journal Vaéktaren he read a notice which 
stated that a congregation in America was considering calling him 
to be its pastor. The notice was taken from a letter someone had 
received from Rev. Erland Carlsson, in Chicago. ] 


May [?]. I have had anguish of heart all week. A notice in 
Vaktaren stating that a Swedish congregation in America planned 
to call me has given rise to much inner conflict. Today the anguish 
has been great. The enemy has. plagued me with the thought that 
I should not consider this as a question of the soul. Both my body 
and soul are weary. 


[On midsummer day Swensson received a letter from Dr. Peter 
Fjellstedt, with which was included the call.] 


June 24. I have been so busy the past week, that I have had no 
free moments. My body is tired, but in spirit I have felt well. To- 
day after the Bible exposition I experienced in a real sense the 
peace and rest of God; but tonight I have received a letter from 
Dr. Fjellstedt, containing a call to a Swedish congregation in 
North America. I really thought that nothing would come of this 
call; but if it did come, I had thought of declining it immediately. 
That was still my feeling, but I had such anguish of soul that I 
could not be quiet. Flesh and blood are against accepting it. 


June 27. I have had deep concern because of this call. I have 
sought many reasons for declining it, but yet I have found no 
peace. The difficulties related to its acceptance frighten me. 


June 28. While giving a Bible exposition I felt a powerful com- 
fort in the face of all difficulties, when I spoke over the words: 
“For if we die with him, we shall also live with him.” But I still 
am uncertain concerning the Lord’s will in this matter. 


July 1. While preaching in Jalluntofta, and especially while giv- 
ing a Bible exposition, I felt a powerful comfort to face all the 
difficulties related to its acceptance. 
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July 3. This evening I read in Stockholms Missionstidning, No. 6, 
about a mission station in South Africa, where missionary Hahn 
had experienced great difficulties. While reading of these trials and 
difficulties I experienced a stronger inner urge, together with much 
comfort, that I should accept the call. 

August 1. I have had the assurance (almost the whole time since 
July 3) that the call received from America is the work of the 
Lord, and in the face of the many difficulties He has afforded me 
a great comfort, even though inwardly things looked dark. I have 
decided to accept the call and now know genuine peace. I have 
not been able to consult with anyone else in the matter. Prayer 
has been my only refuge. The flesh is waging a battle against the 
idea, but I must overcome that. The old man must die, and there- 
fore I sing with joy: “What pleaseth God pleaseth also me” 
(psalm 254). 

[Later in August Swensson met with Dr. Fjellstedt in Nissaryd, 
and received much encouragement from him. Dr. Fjellstedt prom- 
ised to get him a loan for travel expenses, and to help him in every 
possible way. It was at this time that Swensson became engaged 
to be married. | 


September 12. When I received a letter concerning the heavy 
cost of travel to America then it seemed that it would be im- 
possible to secure money for my trip, and even more so with a 
wife accompanying me. This caused me great anguish and turmoil 
for several hours. But at dinner time, when I sang psalm 244, I 
received assurance that the Lord would help and provide, which 
relieved me greatly. 

October 13. [Evald lists this reference as of November 13.] When 
I read in the papers today how they are waiting for pastors in 
America, and not least in Sugar Grove, where I have been called, 
I really felt badly that I had not tried to arrange things so that I 
could have left this autumn. It was related that a church had al- 
ready been erected, 25 acres purchased for a parsonage, and a house 
built. Now I see that it is good to trust in the Lord and not to 
depend upon man. Without knowing how I will be received, I have 
decided to accept the call, since I have found it to be the Lord’s; 
without having any earthly prospects even to have a home I de- 
cided to get married, since I found it to be in accordance with the 
will of God; thus I also trusted in Him. However, many times 
things have looked dark, for perhaps there would be no church 
there to preach in, and perhaps no house to live in; and often I 
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have said to myself that there is perhaps no desire on the part of 
the congregation that a minister should come. But the Lord has 
given me His grace to leave all these concerns in childlike manner 
to His compassion, and the more was my faith strengthened when 
I saw that all this was cared for even in advance. 


1856 


_ Lord God, unchanging in love, keep Thy gracious hand over me 
during this new year. Lead me according to Thy counsel, that in 
all things I may do Thy will. Preserve me from insincerity and 
arrogance. Grant patience and steadfastness in the hours of need 
and trial. Give me grace earnestly to carry on the ministry Thou 
hast given me, and grant that it may not be without fruit. Uphold 
those who have been won for Thee, and lead them in all truth. Be 
nigh unto me, and strengthen and protect me in all the dangers 
and strife which I will meet in this new year. Enfold in Thy grace, 
and protect by Thy fatherly hand, the one Thou hast called to be 
my helpmeet in life. Strengthen and uphold her, and let the bless- 
ing of Thy grace abide with that union which Thou hast made be- 
tween us and which is to increase. 

[The marriage took place March 29, 1856.] 

March 29. This has been a most important day for me for my 
whole life. Today I have entered into the marriage covenant with 
my betrothed, Maria Johansdotter Blixt, born September 22, 1831. 
The wedding was solemnized in the church, with Provost Andrén 
officiating, after the singing of psalm 335. During the ceremony we 
experienced peace and inner calm. At the conclusion of the rite 
psalms 337 and 254 were sung. Following this I gave a Bible ex- 
position over Psalm 92. ... May the Lord now be with us with 
His mercy and blessing, and lead, guide and protect us in the com- 
munion of His grace. 


[Swensson preached his farewell sermon on Sunday, April 6. An 
offering of 250 Rd. was received in his behalf. Gifts for travel ex- 
penses were also received from many individuals. ] 


April 6. The audience was so large that it proved difficult to 
speak in the church. During the night and the morning I had great 
and deep anguish... . Parting from a congregation which had been 
my only field of labor to date in the ministry, and where the Word 
by the vast majority had been scorned, was difficult. It was even 
more bitter to leave the little group of believers there. I was 
strengthened by the assurance that I was called by the Lord to 
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depart from this place; still I believe that, all my sorrows notwith- 
standing, my happiest and most pleasant days were at an end, for 
I had here experienced many seasons of refreshing in the fellow- 
ship of the little group of believers, with whom I felt a great inner 
unity. When I ascended the pulpit I had difficulty to keep from 
weeping; but the Lord gave me power so that I was able to 
restrain the tears. 

April 7. Today I have bid farewell to acquaintances in the village 
and in the parsonage. It was painful to leave this home, where I 
enjoyed so much of temporal good, but where nevertheless I have 
felt that I have not been of much influence spiritually. 

[Swensson left Unnaryd on April 8, never to return.] 

April 8. To leave a place where one has fought so many battles, 
received so much grace, and had inner fellowship with so many 
souls, is not easy. 

[Leaving Unnaryd, Swensson went to Vathult, his birthplace, and 
preached in the church there, and took farewell of members of his 
family. The journey then continued to Svenljunga and Orsas, where 
he also preached. Contributions toward his travel expenses were 
made by a number of his friends, which lightened his burden. ] 

[Undated] O, how wonderful are the ways of the Lord. The out- 
look for securing funds for the journey has seemed dark. However, 
by the grace of the Lord I have been able to comfort myself in 
this, that the One who has called me, will also provide. Now I see 
how the Lord keeps His promises, and how He has provided the 
means, without my concern; for without seeking a loan I now have 
over 800 Rd. 

[The Swenssons arrived in Gothenburg on April 22, and there 
they were forced to remain several weeks before the ship sailed. 
Swensson visited some churches, and also used his time to study 
English. In Gothenburg he met a number of church leaders. With 
Dr. Fijellstedt, who gave him 50 Rd. for his travel expenses, he 
seemed to have the most in common. | 

[Undated] We conversed about a number of things: concerning 
the call I had received, conditions in our fatherland, and especially 
concerning the recent spiritual movement. We were in perfect 
agreement. The leave-taking with this beloved man was tender. 

[On May 16 the Swenssons boarded the Minona, but the vessel 
did not depart until four days later.] 

May 20. Now we are about to begin the long journey across the 
Atlantic. Certain concerning the will of the Lord, I can now with 
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confidence leave the fatherland and calmly meet the difficulties of 
the journey. Since this is very likely the last time I shall see my 
native country I desire to thank the Lord for all the goodness and 
love He has shown me, for in spite of my waywardness He has 
drawn me unto Himself, and wonderfully guided and preserved me. 
It is difficult at this time to find words for my thoughts. I also 
thank the Lord for the grace He has shown me in temporal things, 
for in loving manner He has supported me. But especially do I 
thank Him for a faithful helpmeet, who is one with me in the Lord, 
and who is willing to share all the difficulties. I do not know what 
difficulties and dangers await me. Thy will be done, O Lord, whether 
I go toward life or death. But, O Lord, if I am to live preserve 
Thou me in Thy grace and bless my ministry unto the salvation of 
many souls. If my life is to end during this journey then take me 
home to Thee, and be Thou then, O Lord, the protector of my faith- 
ful wife, and be her comfort and strength both in spiritual and tem-. 
poral ways. Remember, O Lord, with Thy favor the land which I 
am leaving, and bless the Church in that land. Have special mercy 
upon the souls which Thou here didst entrust unto me, and pre- 
serve them in Thy grace! 

July 5. In the evening we came into the harbor of New York, 
where we were met by a multitude of questionable people. 

July 6. We visited a Methodist service on the Bethel Ship. There 
we did not feel too well. Now I feel very heavily the difficulties 
of the sects, etc., in this country. 


[From New York the journey continued on to Jamestown, New 
York, and Sugar Grove, Pennsylvania. ] 


July 9. In the morning I had much trouble because I was not 
master of the language. I felt something of what it means to be 
in a foreign country and not be able to understand a single person. 
But when we came to Dunkirk, everything went well. I could get 
along, and we went by stage to Jamestown. 

July 10. We were at the home of the Methodist pastor, Bred- 
berg, and there we felt fine. I conducted Bible study in the eve- 
ning, with peace and joy. 

July 11. We journeyed to Sugar Grove, where we were the guests 
of Anders Peter Hjelm. The house built for the pastor was rented 
out. We were rather well received. The country seems beautiful. 


*For the interesting letter written by Swensson to Erland Carlsson, while 
Swensson was on the vessel bound for America, see my essay “Some Jonas 
Swensson Items,” published in the Augustana Quarterly, April, 1935. 
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Inwardly, my emotions are mixed, and I am ready to ask: Why 
should I have come here? 

July 12. The Swedes here are now much concerned to gather 
things for us; but spiritually everything seems to be in disorder. 

July 13. I preached for the first time and conducted a Bible study 
_ in the church here. I had peace, and yet I felt lonely for the old 
Christian friends. Even those here who are Christians seem to me 
to be queer. I fear that the freedom which obtains here in all things 
has been perverted in many to a spirit of independence. Especially 
the youth, and more especially the young ladies, through their com- 
fortable position, are filled with pride and vanity to such a degree 
that the Word cannot reach them. The future looks dark to me. 
One can even see disunion among the Swedes. 

July 15. We moved to a house which was rented by a so-called 
Yankee. 


July 17. We were forced to move again, since the Yankee desired 
to use the house himself during the harvest. Everything seems so 
strange. We were allowed to live with Peter Lindholm. 

July 19. In the afternoon and evening I was in great anguish. It 
seemed to me useless that I had come here. I almost wanted to 
complain concerning God’s guidance. With anxiety I asked: What 
should I do here? It seems to me that I would have been of greater 
usefulness in Sweden. 

July 26. I had a meeting with the Swedes here. The constitution 
for the congregation was adopted as I had prepared it. The mem- 
bers were listed and sundry decisions reached. The meeting lasted 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

August 13. Today everything seems heavy. Tomorrow I am sup- 
posed to conduct service in Jamestown. It is difficult to have to 
depend upon others. I experience that now in regard to transpor- 
tation. I desired that my wife might accompany me, but I cannot 
take her with me, inasmuch as someone else is doing the driving. 

August 26. Today I received a very encouraging letter from Er- 
land Carlsson. It cheered me considerably, and it comforted me to 
find even in this country a truly Christian and brotherly spirit. 

September 23. Together with my wife I traveled to Mayville. I 
was quite concerned about the trip I had planned [to Illinois], 
partly because I did not know English, and partly because there 
are so many accidents on the railroads. 

September 24. I gave a Bible exposition in Mayville. The Swedes 
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there seem to be most concerned about matters pertaining to this 
temporal life. 

September 25. Gave a Bible exposition in Salem. The Swedes 
there are in a sad condition spiritually. There is strife because of 
the Methodists, and also there seems to be much ungodly living. I 
celebrated holy communion. At the close of my communion medi- 
tation, in which I was very stern, only four people went to com- 
munion; however, this pleased me. 

September 26. Last night I dreamt that I saw two trains crash 
into each other, wrecking the coaches. In the morning A. P. Bjork 
went to Dunkirk to buy our tickets ta Chicago; however, he came 
back without having purchased them since bills were not accepted. 

September 27. We went by railroad to Cleveland and Toledo. All 
went well until we came to Calumet, in the early evening; there 
the train stopped for a long time, and then went back to LaPorte, 
where we had to wait. 

September 28. All that night and most of Sunday we had to re- 
main in the stalled car, and it was impossible for us to get any 
food. Also, we did not know the reason for the delay. Finally, in 
the afternoon, we proceeded to Chicago, and then we saw that two 
trains had collided. The coaches were wrecked, and the track had 
been ripped up. This explained why four passenger trains had been 
delayed in LaPorte. In Chicago we had to walk more than three 
miles, carrying our baggage, to reach the home of Erland Carlsson. 


September 29. Carlsson came home together with Cederstam. It 
made me very happy to meet him again, and to note his spiritual 
power and seriousness. In the evening I gave a Bible exposition in 
Chicago in the Swedish Church. No doubt some true Christians 
are found there; and one could feel that the majority were accus- 
tomed to hear the Word with power. 

October 2, The Mississippi Conference met in Galesburg. There 
I met my Swedish fellow-pastors. I had most in common with 
Carlsson and O. Andrén. I found they possessed much spiritual 
power and stability together with humility and knowledge in the 
ways of the Lord. It was also a joy to meet Brother Esbjorn, a 
man of much experience. Brother Hasselquist seemed to me to be 
drawn to exterior things and also indefinite in spiritual matters, 
so one could not know where he stood. Nor did I find in him the 
orderliness which I desired to see. Brother Hakanson seemed to 
me to be very zealous, but leaning in an hyper-evangelical direc- 
tion. Brother Norelius, a youth with good talents and great learn- 
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ing, also seemed to possess much spiritual stability for his years. 
Brother Cederstam seemed to be earnest and given to wisdom. 
Bergenlund was also there. We had much grief because of him. 
He is a source of much dissension, and wherever he goes, there 
_is strife and division. He seems egotistical, proud and overbearing, 
and leans much toward Methodism. ... During the discussion of 
the matter pertaining to Bergenlund I felt much depressed over 
the Church situation in America. Carlsson and Andrén, however, 
spoke wisely in all things. .. . In Galesburg it proved pleasant to 
preach the Word. Some true Christians are doubtlessly found there, 
and also some who had been quickened. 

October 8. In company with Carlsson I went to the meeting of 
the Synod of Northern Illinois, which was held in Dixon. 

October 9. The Synod opened. I became affiliated with that body. 
During the course of the sessions the looseness of the American 
Lutherans in doctrinal matters was apparent. They want to mini- 
mize the importance of the confessions. This made for lively dis- 
cussions. 

[While in Illinois Swensson preached in a number of churches. ] 

October 16. We left Chicago, where we had enjoyed so much 
hospitality from the Carlsson’s, and C. A. Andersson, who lived 
there. We were sorry to part from the dear Brother Carlsson. In 
the evening, when we came to Grafton, our train was crashed into 
from the rear. Several seats were broken. My wife received a 
hard blow in the head, but escaped further injury. 

October 21. Arriving home, I found confusion and strife of every 
kind. Bickering and dissension among the Swedes. It looks doubt- 
ful that anything can be accomplished here. 

November 23. It is almost always very difficult to preach here. 
Today I have both preached a sermon and conducted a Bible ex- 
position, and with special power. However, it seems impossible to 
soften their hearts. 

December 6. In the evening I was in considerable distress for the 
morrow. I was plagued with a spirit of impatience concerning the 
question as to why the Lord should have sent me to this place, 
when the work here seems so fruitless and when there seems to be 
no real hunger for the Word of God. 

[Undated] Today I traveled, over poor roads, to Wrightsville. I 
had to go a considerable way on foot. The spiritual condition among 
the Swedes there is deplorable, and there is great indifference to 
the Word of God. I was filled with impatience and wished that I 
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were far away. The following day I was very depressed in spirit. 
It seemed both impossible and fruitless to preach. When I came to 
the schoolhouse, where the service was to be held, everything was 
in a state of disorder, and the place looked like a barn. After the 
sermon, which I made very direct, I seemed to have more calm 
and felt better, ever though I had to go home by foot over a road 
in very poor condition. 

December 31. Thy Name be praised, O Lord, for the grace which 
Thou hast shown me during the year now ended! In Thy grace 
Thou hast preserved me in body and soul! During the past year 
I have experienced many changes and dangers, but Thou hast 
strengthened me even until now. Thou hast also during the past 
year given me a faithful wife and protected her for me. My errors 
and shortcomings during the past year are many, but Thou hast not 
forsaken me. O how unfathomable Thy love. Thy Name be for- 
ever praised! 


1857 

[A son was born to the Swenssons, on June 25, 1857. Swensson 
describes him as “‘a normal and lively lad.” Two days later he was 
baptized Carl Aron. ] 

June 27. May the Lord preserve him as His child in that grace 
in which by His mercy He has received Him! 

July 25. The trouble with the Methodists has caused considerable 
concern here for some time. I have many times been so despondent 
that I have been ready to leave this place. There is so much divi- 
sion here that it appears nothing can be accomplished. 

[Undated] Today a person caused all kinds of trouble because 
we decided to close the church to the Methodists. 

August 15. Today I had a congregational meeting in Jamestown, 
but nothing could be accomplished. In the evening I was so de- 
pressed that I nearly decided to leave the place. 


[In September, 1857, Swensson was called to be assistant pastor 
of Immanuel Church, Chicago, but did not feel he should leave his 
parish in the East. In the early fall he journeyed to Illinois again, 
to attend the meeting of the united Chicago and Mississippi Con- 
ferences, in Rockford, and the meeting of the Synod of Northern 
Illinois, in Cedarville. ] 

September 28. I journeyed to Rockford, where the Conference 
meeting was held. I was kept busy since I had to take the min- 
utes. I preached in the evening. The question came up at the Con- 
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ference concerning the election of a candidate for the Scandinavian 
Professorship. Unhappy expressions of Hasselquist’s attitude in 
this matter. 

September 29. Together with the other pastors I journeyed to 
_ Cedarville where the meeting of the Synod is to be held. 

[Returning to his parish in the East, following the meetings, 
Swensson seems to have found cause for at least some temporary 
cheer. | 

November 1. Today I have with considerable ease preached in 
Jamestown. It seems that the Word is being received. 

November 29. Today I felt great power while preaching in James- 
town, and I conversed with some who were concerned about the 
salvation of their souls. May there be some progress! 


1858 


January 1. With much perplexity and fear I enter upon this new 
year. I am quite uncertain as to whether or not I should remain 
here. O, that I might know the will of the Lord, and receive 
strength to follow it. Lord, lead Thou me in all truth, and teach 
me to live according to Thy desires. Preserve me, and those who 
are mine, that no one may tear us out of Thy hand! Let Thy Word 
quicken many here, that they may be saved! Protect, guide, and 
strengthen those whom Thou hast entrusted to my ministry, and 
may No one who has been won, ever be lost again! 

February 6. Today everything [in Sugar Grove] looks dark and 
impossible. Conditions among the Swedes here, in which they re- 
veal selfishness and dishonesty, contribute to it. It seems impossible 
for me to preach here any longer, since there appear to be no re- 
sults from the Word. 

March 14. Today I celebrated Holy Communion [in Jamestown]. 
I was much encouraged and experienced much power while preach- 
ing the Word. Many came to enquire about the way to life, and 
seemed in deep anguish. Of these I felt particular sympathy for N., 
who has had concern for his soul’s salvation for many years, and 
has not found peace. 

[Under date of May 23, 1858, a call was extended to Swensson 
from the church in Andover, Illinois. ] 

August 16. I am thirty years old today. After many and long 
struggles I have decided to accept the call to the congregation in 
Andover, and to move there as soon as I can. 
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[Undated] I was so weak in body that I had to remain seated 
during the meeting [in Sugar Grove]. I advised the congregation 
concerning my decision to move. However, it pained me so to see 
these poor people like sheep without a shepherd, that I was almost 
ready to waver in my decision. 

[Swensson’s farewell sermon in Sugar Grove was preached on 
August 29, and in Jamestown on September 5.] 

[Undated] I felt deep sympathy with those who had begun to 
seek the Lord. 

[The Swenssons departed from Jamestown on September 6, head- 
ing for Illinois. Swensson was not to return to his first parish until 
November, 1870, at the time of the organization of the New York 
Conference of the Augustana Synod, in Jamestown, New York.] 

September 6. We journeyed from Jamestown to Dunkirk, and the 
following night we took the train to Chicago. 

September 10. The Conference meeting in Princeton began, and 
many important matters were discussed there. 

September 12. The Swedish Church in Princeton was dedicated. 
Brother Carlsson gave the dedication address. .. . Borén preached 
in the evening. I felt inspired by the contents of the sermon, al- 
though the language was crude. 

September 18. Brother Carlsson and Brother Norelius journeyed 
with me to Andover, and the following day they conducted the 
service at which I was installed as pastor there. 

September 19. The church was filled to capacity with listeners 
and the day was very festive. With Hebrews 13:17 as a text Carls- 
son gave the installation address, in which with greatest seriousness 
he pointed out both for me and the congregation what our mutual 
duties were. 

September 20. I have come to be very fond of Brother Carlsson. 
Brother Norelius seems to me to have developed considerably. .. . 
It was disappointing to note the laxity and the lack of fervor in 
church affairs at Mendota [at the meeting of the Synod of Northern 
Illinois. ] 

[The Swenssons came to the parsonage in Andover on Septem- 
ber 26.] 


September 26. I felt encouraged to thank the Lord, who has pro- 
tected us on this long journey, and let us come safely to our desti- 
nation. May the Lord in His grace guide us according to His will 
and grant us patience, wisdom and courage to go His ways! 

October 4. I gave a Bible exposition in Hickory Grove. 
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October 10. I was at the home of Samuel Johnson and gave a 
Bible exposition. There I met many who I hoped were Chris- 
tians and who have the peace of God. 


November 15. I journeyed to Altona, and from there had com- 
-pany with Erland Carlsson to Galesburg, where we were to meet 
as a committee of the Conference to settle the accounts of the 
printing company. 


November 17. While I was in Knoxville Carlsson and Hasselquist 
had taken care of the affairs of the printing business and the pub- 
lications, and I was very happy indeed that everything had gone 
so well. 


December 15. Coming home in the evening I found my ree in 
bed and a healthy and lively newborn son in the armchair beside 
her. 


1859 


April 7. During the past two months I have been so crowded 
with work that I have not had any free time to make notations 
here. Catechetical instruction in the homes, the confirmation class, 
preaching, and my correspondence have taken up all my time. 


February 17. I had a congregational meeting at which we tried to 
work out a division between Andover and Berlin. I was much 
concerned about this meeting, and worried about it, but everything 
went in an orderly and peaceful manner. 


July 3. Came home late at night... . The Methodists had been 
visiting in some of our homes this afternoon and stirred up trouble. 


July 7-8. A meeting with the Norwegian Lutheran pastors. I felt 
dissatisfied. 
August 16. We visited And. Hill and Sam Hugner. 


September 14. My main impression of the meetings [Chicago and 
Mississippi Conferences, held in Geneseo early in September] this 
year is the same as before, though this year I felt they were espe- 
cially edifying. Our Swedish brethren, continued to impress me as 
before, with the exception of those from Minnesota, among whom 
there seemed to be dissension. The cause is possibly to be found 
in the varying spiritual backgrounds from Sweden, the old and the 
new, and possibly also in a lack of humility. Of the American and 
Norwegian brethren I did not get any better impression than I had 
before. 
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1860 


January 10. Hasselquist preached; I regretted this because he is 
given to factions and strife. Carlsson, however, at home in the 
situation, appeared afterwards and gave a Bible exposition filled 
with life and power. 

January 17. Home here the Methodists are battling away as if 
they were to overthrow heaven and earth, but if heaven and earth 
pass away, God’s Word shall nevertheless not pass away. 

January 22. The Methodists are continuing. They fly from house 
to house trying to bring in the souls. Today they are having recep- 
tion of members. However, our church was well filled with hearers 
and I was not disturbed by their trouble. After the sermon I pre- 
sented the difference between our teaching and their teaching, and 
now I want, by the grace of God, to give myself to the preaching 
of the Word without any reference to strife. 

January 30. After the confirmation class instruction I visited the 
sick farmhand again. Anderson, the Methodist pastor, was there. 
He said that if the sick man died he would go to heaven. I was 
amazed at such a lack of conscience and, with death so near, to 
hear such false comfort spoken to a person who had lived his life 
without conversion. 


February 13. I had service in Berlin in the evening. At the 
close of the service I gave a presentation concerning the difference 
between the Methodists’ teaching and ours. A Methodist who was — 
present mumbled a few words in disagreement, which I could not 
hear very clearly. 

February 14. Catechetical instruction in the home of Host. An- 
derson came there afterwards and complained that I had made an 
incorrect presentation of their teaching. He had the regulations of 
their congregation with him; he didn’t have much to say when 
he read in them and found that it was just as I had said. The pres- 
entation of the doctrine of justification which he had made here at 
Christmas, when he denied all the benefits of Christ’s righteous- 
ness, he now denied having made. I told him that I had just about 
come to the conclusion never to talk to a Methodist without hav- 
ing a witness present. He then wanted me to arrange for a public 
debate. I answered him that for several weeks I wouldn’t have a 
free day from my work, and with that we parted company. In the 
church he later complained that they would have saved many souls 
if only that man had not been against them. 
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[Esbjorn states that the following notation is made following 
March 9, 1860. ] 

Because of my heavy work, and all the worry and troubles I 
have had, the notations in the daybook were discontinued from 
this time until October, 1863. The following notation is made from 
memory. 


1860 


April [?] I was m Chicago. We had a conference there, to sepa- 
rate from the American Synod, since they with the Lutheran name 
did not want to maintain the Lutheran confession. 

June 7. I was in Clinton, Wisconsin, where the Swedish and Nor- 
wegian pastors and delegates from the congregations had a meeting 
to organize a synod of their own. I am happy that this step was 
taken, for I am much disappointed to find such a lack of confes- 
sionalism among the Americans. I also regretted to note the loose- 
ness of some of our pastors. Our new synod received the name 
the Scandinavian Augustana Synod. 

August [?] O. C. T. Andrén was here to say farewell before 
leaving for Sweden. It grieved me to take leave of him and I have 
felt even more sorrow since. 
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